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eviction moratorium order ;> textualism s purposivism; canon of

construction

To prevent further spread of Covid-19, the U. S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention ( “CDC” ) issued eviction moratorium orders in
2020 and 2021 ( “the Orders” ).
Landlords under the Orders are temporarily halted from evicting
tenants for failure to pay rent. Landlords bring various challenges to
the authority of the CDC to i1issue the moratorium. Courts are split
over the 1ssue. Some decisions uphold the legality of the Orders.
Others declare the Orders illegal.
The Justices of the U. S. Supreme Court are also divided on the issue.
The decision, supported by six conservative Justices, holds that the
Orders exceed the Congress’ authorization. The decision, however, is
met with a dissenting opinion filed by three liberal Justices. The
division reflects the differences in the methods they use 1in
interpreting statutes, and in the value the Justices hold.
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Legislating: Civil Liabilities of the Accounting Firm for Financial
Statement Attestation)
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Accounting Firm; Civil Liability s Textualisms Judicial Law-making s
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Financial Statement

When a CPA 1is held liable for the misconduct or negligence in
performing attestation of financial statements, 1s the accounting firm
jointly and severally liable with the CPA? Since the accounting firm
is not named as an obligor under the Securities Exchange Act ( “the
Act” ), courts split on the issue.

Some decisions respect the language of the Act and hold the accounting
firm not liable. Others impose liabilities on the accounting firm by
analogically applying to the firm a Civil Code provision which under
1ts text governs a legal entity, but not a firm organized as a
partnership. The accounting firm s liabilities hinge on the court s
choice between respecting the text of the Act or engaging in judicial
law-making.

This article first discusses judicial decisions on Cheng-yi Food
Company case and relevant cases regarding the civil liabilities of the
accounting firm, and then analyzes the statutory interpretation
methods the courts use to decide the relevant cases. This article
observes that as the judges value stands at the heart of judicial
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decisions, the courts have chosen different interpretation methods to
reach the results that they believe to be just and fair.
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